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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area increased from 4.4 percent in June to 5.4 
percent in July. The number unemployed in July was 1,590, an increase of 330 from the June total of 
1,260. Resident employment increased from 27,140 to 27 ,820. Employment gains were evidenced in con-
struction, eating and drinking places, and hotels and other lodging places. Declines in empl oyment were 
primarily in local government, as schools recessed for summer vacation. Manufacturing employment was 
unchanged between June and July; however, it is expected t o increase with the announceme nt that Bath 
I ron Works has begun hiring 2,000 new employees at its Bath shipyard. According to the Brunswick Times 
Record, the hirings are needed for work on the six Aegis destroyers under BIW contract. The local 
area's July unemployment rate of 5.4 percent was above the statewide rate of 4.9 percent, yet below the 
national rate of 6.1 percent. 
BIDDEFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Biddeford Labor Market Area rose slightly from 3.2 percent in June to 3.7 
percent in July. Seasonal plant shutdowns, mainly in textiles and shoe firms, and school closings were 
the primary causes for the increase in the unemployment rate . Those closings contributed significantly 
to the rise in the number of unemployed from 880 to 1,020. A 1 so, resident employment during this period 
fell slightly ,fr om 26,580 to 26,480. Nonmanufacturing employment showed seasonal increases in retail 
trade and services. The July unemployment rate of 3.7 percent was much lower than the rate of 6.1 per-
cent recorded a year ago. The local rate of 3.7 percent was below both the state and national rates of 
4.9 percent and 6.1 percent, respectively. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
The unemployment ra te in the Lewiston-Auburn Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) was 6.7 percent in 
July, up from 5.3 percent in June. The number unemployed increased from 2,200 to 2,800. Industries 
with losses in employment included textiles (-200), rubber and miscellaneous plastic products (-100), 
leather and leather products (-100), and local govermrent (-500). Sl ight employment gains were evi-
denced in cons truction (+100) and hotels and other lodging places (+200). A year ago, the July unem-
pl oyment rate was 12.9 percent, up from 6.0 percent in June. The smaller increase in the unemployment 
rate this July was largely due to fewer traditional vacation shutdowns in shoes and textil es. Manufac-
turing employment wa s down only 500 this Jul y, as opposed to a loss of 850 between June and July of last 
year. The local area's unemployment rate of 6.7 percent this July was above both the statewide rate and 
the national rate of 4.9 percent and 6 .1 percent, respectively. 
~ --
PORTLAND METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Following historical seasonal trends, the unemployment rate in the Portland Metropolitan Statistical 
Area rose slightly in July. The unemployment rate rose from 2.2 percent in June to 2.6 percent in July. 
The rate for the state fo 11 owed a similar trend, rising from 4. 0 percent to 4. 9 percent, while the 
nation al rate dropped slightly from 6.3 percent to 6.1 pe rcent. Local school closings were largely 
responsible for unemployment increasing fron 2,600 in June to 3,300 in July. Job losses due to these 
cl osings, however, were partially offset by seasonal growth in retail trade, services, and construction. 
Resident employment inc reased from 118,300 i n June to 121,600 in July . The July unemployment rate of 
2.6 percent was below the unemployment rate of 3.3 recorded a year ago. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
Slight layoffs in manufacturing and the summer closing of local schools resulted in the unemployment 
rate in the Rumfo rd Labor Market Area rising from 5. 7 percent in June to 7. 7 percent in July. Resident 
employment fell from 8,240 to 8,020, while the number unemployed rose from 500 to 670. The local area's 
July unemployment rate of 7.7 percent was above both the statewide rate of 4.9 percent and the national 
rate of 6.1 percent. A year ago, the local unemployment rate for July was substantially higher at 11.8 
percent. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
Employment los ses in manufacturing and local government were partially responsible for a rise in the un-
employment rate in the Waterville Labor Market Area during July. Resident employment rose slightly from 
21,810 in June to 21,880 in July, while unemployment rose from 800 to 1,430. The local unemployment 
rate increased from 3.5 percent in June to 6.1 percent in July. The statewide rate also rose, increas-
ing from 4.0 percent to 4.9 percent, while the national rate fell from 6.3 percent to 6.1 percent. With-
in the local economy• s manufacturing sector, slight losses occurred in textile mill products, lumber and 
wood products, paper and allied products, and fabricated metal products. In nonmanufacturing, employ-
ment in eating and drinking places and hotels, motels, and other lodging places increased in response to 
the arrival of the summer tourists to the area and the opening of summer camps. The July unemployment 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND TH E UNITED STATES JI 
LABOR FORCE.JI RESIDENT EMPLOYED UNE MPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AREAS 
July 87 June 87 July 86 Jul_y 87 June 87 Jul v 86 Julv 87 June 87 Julv 86 clul v 87 ,]llnP 87 ,l!Jl v 86 
MAINE-Statewide _ . . . .. . . ........ 605.2 589.6 589.8 575.3 565.9 547.6 29.9 23 . 7 42.2 4.9 4.0 7.2 
MAJOR LABOR MARKETS 
Bangor MSA . . .. .... .. . ... 41, 100 40 ,400 40 ,600 39,400 38,900 37,800 1,700 1,500 2,800 4.1 3. 7 6.9 
Lewiston -Auburn MSA . . . .. ... . 41 ,900 41,200 41, 900 39,100 39,000 36,500 2,800 2,200 5,400 6 .7 5.3 12.9 
Portland MSA . . ... .. ... , , , 124,900 120,900 121,600 121,600 118 ,300 117 ,600 3,300 2,600 4,000 2.6 2.2 3.3 
Porte mouth-Dover· 
Rochester MSA 3/ . . . .. n/a 134,400 131,000 n/a 131,500 126,300 n/a 2,900 4,700 n/a 2.2 3.6 
OTHER LABOR MARKETS 
Augusta . ........ . . . . . . 34 ,610 33,120 33 ,040 32,470 31,660 30,840 2 , 140 1,460 2,200 6. 2 4.4 6.7 
Bath-Brunswick . ... . . . . . . . 29, 410 28 ,400 26,400 27,820 27,140 25,300 1,590 1,260 1,100 5.4 4.4 4.2 
Belfast . • • ' l't ' ' ••• ••• • • • 11 ,440 11 , 170 11,610 10,640 10,600 10,290 800 570 1,320 7.0 5.1 11.4 
Biddeford . . . . . ... 27,500 27 ,460 26,900 26,480 26,580 24,610 1,020 880 2,290 3.7 3.2 8. 5 
Boothbay Harbor-Wiscasset . 15,980 14,970 14,770 15,430 14,560 14,270 550 410 500 3 .4 2.7 3.4 
Calais-Eastport . 14,550 13,980 13,890 13,240 12,630 12,120 1,310 1,350 1,770 9.0 9.7 12.7 
Caribou-Presque Isle •• • iil · • 22,550 22,710 21,860 20,570 20,470 19 ,310 1,980 2,240 2,550 8.8 9.9 11. 7 
Central Penobscot . . .. .. ? ,{iGO 2,740 2,450 2,510 2,610 2 ,180 150 130 270 5.6 4.7 11.0 
Dover-Foxcroft . & ,4rO G ,!)1 0 b,720 6,070 6, 180 5,920 350 330 800 5.5 5.1 11.9 
Ellsworth ... . . . .. .. . .. . . . ... 2u ,bgo 24,850 25,380 25,940 24,030 24,170 750 820 1,210 2.8 3. 3 4.8 
Farmington . . . . . . . . . . 10, 950 11 , 270 12,370 9,990 10, 710 11,050 960 560 1,320 8.8 5.0 10.7 
Fort Kent-Allagash . . . . . . . . . . ·~· 5,470 5,310 5,260 5,060 4,730 4,760 410 580 500 7.5 10.9 9.5 
Greenville . ~ .. . 1 . 1,290 1,190 1,370 1,270 1,150 1,220 20 40 150 1.6 3.4 10.9 
Houlton . 
. ' • • • • • •••·I • 6,320 6,190 6,030 5,720 5,840 5,410 600 350 620 9.5 5.7 10.3 
Kittery-York 3/ ... .. • . . . 30,580 29,760 29,320 30,220 29 ,440 28,870 360 320 450 1.2 1.1 1.5 
llncoln-Howll,nd 
- . 
5,390 5,290 5,390 5,030 5,000 4,980 360 290 410 6.7 5.5 7.6 
Livermore Falls. 4,570 4,610 4,700 4, 320 4,400 4,240 250 210 460 5.5 4.6 9.8 
Madawaska-Van Buren . 3,820 3,780 3,810 3,450 3,470 3,340 370 310 470 9.7 8.2 12.3 
Miiiinocket-East Miiiinocket . 4,320 4,270 4,560 4,140 4,080 4,090 180 190 470 4. 2 4.4 10 . 3 
Norway-Paris 12,700 11, 950 12,440 11,690 11,430 11,460 1,010 520 980 8.0 4.4 7.9 
Patten-Island Falls ..... 2,620 2,560 2,510 2,490 2,430 2,340 130 130 170 5.0 5.1 6.8 
Rockland. .... . . . . . . . . . 19 , 130 18,640 18,290 18,670 18, 110 17,380 460 530 910 2.4 2. 8 5.0 
Rumford .. . ...... . . . . . ..... 8,690 8,740 8,540 8,020 8,240 7,650 670 500 890 7.7 5.7 10.4 
Sanford . • • • • · :i!I · • • 15 ,920 16,210 16,250 15,370 15,740 15,010 550 470 1,240 3.5 2.9 7.6 
Sebago Lakes Region . . 15,750 13,230 14,500 15,270 12,890 13,860 480 340 640 3.0 2.6 4.4 
Skowhegan . . . . 24,980 25,000 23,570 22,300 23,760 20,390 2,680 1,240 3, 180 10.7 J 5.0 13.5 
Southwest Penobscot . ... . .. . 9,740 10,640 10,430 9, 180 10, 100 8,810 560 540 1,620 5.7 5.1 15.5 
Waterville . . . . . 23,JlO 22,610 23,450 21,880 21,810 21,920 1,430 800 1,530 6.1 3.5 6.5 
OTHER NEW ENGLAND STATES 
Connecticut . .. . . ... .. 1,784.8 1,778.5 1,748.6 1,724.7 1,720.8 1,679.9 60.1 57.7 68.7 3.4 3.2 3.9 
Massachusetts ... . . . . .. ... . . .. 3,132.0 3,137.0 3,120.5 3,052.0 3,040.0 3 ,001.2 80.0 97 .0 119.3 2.6 3.1 3.8 
New Hampshire . . . . ... ... .. 604.7 601.3 575 . 9 588.7 586.5 557.3 16.0 14.8 18.6 2.6 2. 5 3.2 
Rhode Island . 514.5 518.4 512.6 493.9 498.4 488.9 20.6 20.0 23.7 4.0 3.9 4.6 
Vermont . , , • I • · •. 295.5 293.7 296.5 286.0 284.0 283. 7 9.5 9.8 12 .8 3.2 3.3 4.3 
NEW ENGLAND STATES . . . . 6,936 . 7 6,918 .6 6,843.9 6,720.6 6,695.6 6,558.6 216 . 1 223.0 285.3 3.1 3.2 4.2 
UNITED STATES 4/ . . . . . . . . . 122 , 105 121,153 120,303 114 ,652 113 498 111.832 7.453 7 655 8.471 6.1 6 3 7 0 
MSA Mot,opollL.rn ~:i l.11l '.,; l1 r: al ArP,1 
Not•: n/a inrtlcalo:i 111a1 111" ,nl ormatlon was not available al the time of printing . Employment and unemploymenl may not add lo labor lorco due to rounding . 
FootnolH 
JI Lahor f1Hco,1Jmploymnnt. muJ unmnph ,yrnnr,f dat;1 fnr all ;iroa9 nol •wa <Jo nally adjusted. Esti mates made Independen t ly for each labor mark.et area have been benchmarked to and 
o,1111po l.,tod lro 111 thn L, ir ronl f\'.,pula tlun Survoy os ttrMlos for the 5tato. All data adjusted to place 1>f residence basis. Excludes members of the Armed Forces . 
.2J Cwm nl nnd la,I m onlll fiouro, prolilnln.try, yoa r aoo flouros rovi sri d. 
jJ/ K1110,y Yo rk I:, tho 01gl1l lnw n Maln11 prntlnn o f 11 111 Por1"1mou th Dover Hoc.hu .-;tor MSA which Includes towns In both Maino and New Hamps'hlre 
jJ N .111 0 11 .11 t1 •,lirri;1tn "I ha·;,u l on ;. q;unpln nl t1oull\nhold vlr:.ll'l , ~tato n!illrnalo~ haso<1 on enl;uyernonts uf employmen t li(Jures rflp orted l.abu, Ma,ket lnfo,mohon Se,,;ces 1IlD 
THE SE OAfll Am orv1101'£ IJ IJY I HI- MIIIN[ £lllH~AU 01 EMPLOYMENT SFCURITY IN COOPERATION WITH THE u.s BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
MA IN E D E P A R T M E N r O F 
~ 
All(\I) . 
• l-\\..i:, , ' l BUREAU OF EMP~O::~:: ::~~=ch J _j """• o<JJO O ·,;on of Economic 20 Union S1ree1 Auqusla. 1\11 
STATISTICAL 
PATA 
SERIES: ~S-7 -87 JULY 1987 
EMPLOYMENT SITUATION 
SUPPLEMENT TO THE ST ATEWIDE MONTHLY NEWS RELEASE 
. --~- --- --- - . --- - - --- - -- --- ·--· - ------ ----------- - -
A BRIEF ANALYSIS COVERING SELECTED MAINE LABOR MARKET AREAS 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
Boosted by seasonal gains in the nonmanufacturing se ctor, resident employment in the Augusta Labor Market Area rose 
from 31,660 in June to 32,470 in July. However, unemployment also increased from 1,460 to 2,140 . The resulting 
unemployment rate climbed to 6.2 percent from 4.4 percent in June. The statewide rate also increased from 4.0 per-
cent to 4.9 percent. The national rate dipped slightly to 6.1 percent from 6.3 percent in June. A year ago, the 
loca l unemployment rate stood at 6.7 percent. Between June and July this year, most manufacturing industries evi-
denced empl oyme nt 1 asses. The textile industry sustained the greatest number of 1 ayoffs, foll owed by paper and 
allied products, printing and publishing, leather and leather products, and fabricated metal products. In addition, 
employment in local government slipped as school closings for the summer resulted in layoffs of nonteaching person-
nel. Seasonal gai ns in nonmanufacturing were evidenced in trade and construction. 
BANGOR METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
Vaca t ion shutdowns in leather and leather products and textile mill products and a decline in loca l government em-
ployment were tndjor contributors to higher unemployment in July in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistica Area. Resi-
dent employmen t increased from 38,900 in June to 39,400 in July, while the number of unemployed rose from 1,500 to 
1,700. The resulting l ocal unemployment rate increased from 3.7 percent to 4.1 percent. Last July 2,800 local resi-
dents were unemployed , and the unemployment rate stood at 6.9 percent. The corresponding state and national unem-
ployment rates for this July were 4.9 percent and 6. 1 percent, respectively. Employment in the manufacturing sector 
declined with temporary plant closings being largely responsible for the decrease. In nonmanufacturing, grOtlth in 
contract construction and nondomestic services more than offset job losses in wholesale and retail trade and local 
government. 
Two manufacturing firms in the Bangor Metropolitan Statistical Area are currently undergoing physical plant expan-
sions that will result in significant employment gai ns when completed. The General Electric Company's steam turbine 
division in Bangor expects to add 175 new employees by early 1988. Additionally, Olamon Industries, a cooperative 
enterprise of Shape, Inc. and the Penobscot Indian Nation on Indian Island, expect 100 new employees to be lltl 
added by mid-year 1988. 

















MAINE DEPARTMENT OF 
I ..J1!l ~.~Mi ~~:::,",~::,~:~~::,:~;.:';~::."'" CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE COUNTY 
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 2/ UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
COUNTY .1i July 87 June 87 July 86 July 87 June 87 July 86 July 87 June 87 
ANDROSCOGGIN . . ........ . . . . . . . .. 48,690 48,030 48, 720 3,130 2,490 5,930 6.4 5.2 
AROOSTOOK ........ . . ...... ... ..... 39,980 39,760 38,680 3,450 3,570 4,240 8.6 9.0 
CUMBERLAND . . . . . . . . ......... . .... 136,510 131,230 131,510 3,910 3,130 4,430 2.9 2.4 
FRANKLIN . ................. ...... . 10,950 11,270 12,370 960 560 1,320 8.8 5.0 
HANCOCK ......................... 26,690 24,850 25,380 750 820 1,210 2.8 3.3 
KENNEBEC .. ... . ................. 56,230 54,100 54,840 3,450 2,160 3,560 6.1 4.0 
KNOX . .... .... ... ... . . . ..... ...... 17,000 16,580 16,240 400 470 780 2.4 2.8 
LINCOLN ........ .. . .. . . ... .. ... .... 18,670 17,580 17,320 640 500 640 3.4 2.8 
OXFORD ............................ 24,770 23,350 23,970 1, 720 1,060 1,930 6.9 4.5 
PENOBSCOT . . ............•........ 62,810 62,920 62,970 2,910 2,640 5,510 4.6 4.2 
PISCATAQUIS .... 
· ············· 
7,710 7 ,690 8,090 370 370 950 4.8 4.8 
SAGADAHOC ... . .... . . . .. .. . . . . . .. 15,630 15,030 14,020 1,020 780 690 6.5 5.2 
SOMERSET .. . . . .. . .... ... . ... .. 24,980 25,000 23,570 2,680 1,240 3, J.80 10.7 5.0 
WALDO ............ ... • ....... 12,630 12,360 12,840 850 630 1,450 6.7 5.1 
WASHINGTON . . . . . . ... .. . .. . . ..... 14,550 13,980 13,890 1,310 1,350 1,770 9.0 9.7 
YORK ... .......... .. . . .. .. .... . .. . 87,380 85,890 85,460 2,340 1,950 4,630 2.7 2.3 
_1_I Labor force. employment. and unemployment data are not seasona lly adJusted . All data are on a p lace of residence basis. Members of the armed forces are excluded. 
~.! Current and last month l ,gures preliminary : yea r ago fi(;ures revised . 
THESE DATA ARE OEVE LDPED BY THE MAINE BUREAU OF EMPLDYMENT SECUR:TY IN COOPERAT ION WITH THE U.S. BUR EAU OF LABOR STATISTICS. 
STATISTICAL DATA SERIES: CCLF 7-87 
RESIDENT EMPLOYED 
July 86 July 87 June 87 July 86 
12.2 45,560 45,540 42 ,790 
11.0 36,530 36,190 34,440 
3.4 132,600 128, 100 127,080 
10.7 9,990 10,710 11,050 
4.8 2.5,940 24,030 24,170 
6.5 52,780 51,940 51,280 
4.8 16,600 16 ,110 15,460 
3.7 18,030 17,080 16,680 
8.1 23,050 22,290 22,040 
8.8 59,900 60,280 57,460 
11.7 7,340 7,320 7,140 
4.9 14,610 14,250 13,330 
13.5 22,300 23,760 20,390 
11.3 11, 780 11, 730 11,390 
12.7 13,240 12,630 12,120 
5.4 85,040 83,940 80,830 
Labor Market Information Ser.-ices !Im 
